2 KINGS 
THE DECLINE CONTINUES UNTIL EXILE 


THE NAME: “KINGS” 


* 1 and 2 Kings originally were one book. 


* Inthe Hebrew Bible the book of Kings continued the narrative started in 


Samuel. 


* The Septuagint separated them into two parts. We derive our English title 
“Kings” from Jerome’s Vulgate, the Latin translation of the Bible. 
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_ AUTHORSHIP & FACTS 


* One No one knows the author of 1 and 2 Kings, though some commentators have 
suggested Ezra, Ezekiel, and Jeremiah as possible authors. 

* Because the entire work encompasses a time period of more than 400 years, 
several source materials were used to compile the records. 


* CHAPTERS: 25 
* VERSES: 719 
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ITS PLACE IN HISTORY 


* The events recorded in 2 Kings is a continuation of what happened in 1 Kings. 

* Chapters 1-17 of 2 Kings - covers 131 years of the rule of the Southern Kingdom 
(Israel - 10 Tribes) - out of the total 345 years of rule. 

* This extends from the beginning of King Ahaziah’'s reign to the Assyrian Captivity of 
Israel (853 - 722 BC) 

* Chapters 18-25 of 2 Kings - covers the 155 years of the Northern Kingdom (Judah) 
- out of the total 210 years of rule 

* This extends from the beginning of Hezekiah’s reign to the release of Jehoiachin in 
Babylon (715-560 BC) 
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GENERAL OVERVIEW 


|. The Divided Kingdom, 1:1-17:41 
A. The Reign of Ahaziah in Israel, 1:1-18 
B. The Reign of Jehoram (Joram) in Israel, 2:1-8:15 
1. The translation of Elijah, 2:1-11 
2. The beginning of Elisha’s ministry, 2:12-25 
3. Jehoram’s expedition against Moab, 3:1-27 
4. Elisha’s ministry, 4:1-8:15 
C. The Reign of Joram (Jehoram) in Judah, 8:16-24 
D. The Reign of Ahaziah in Judah, 8:25-29 
E. The Reign of Jehu in Israel, 9:1-10:36 
F. The Reign of Athaliah in Judah, 11:1-16 
G. The Reign of Jehoash (Joash) in Judah, 11:17-12:21 
H. The Reign of Jehoahaz in Israel, 13:1-9 
|. The Reign of Jehoash (Joash) in Israel, 13:10-25 
J. The Reign of Amaziah in Judah, 14:1-22 
K. The Reign of Jeroboam Il in Israel, 14:23-29 
L. The Reign of Azariah (Uzziah) in Judah, 15:1-7 
M. The Reign of Zechariah in Israel, 15:8-12 
N. The Reign of Shallum in Israel, 15:13-15 
a O. The Reign of Menahem in Israel, 15:16-22 aS 
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GENERAL OVERVIEW 


P. The Reign of Pekahiah in Israel, 15:23-26 
Q. The Reign of Pekah in Israel, 15:27-31 
R. The Reign of Jotham in Judah 15:32-38, 
S. The Reign of Ahaz in Judah, 16:1-20 

T. The Reign of Hoshea in Israel, 17:1-41 


ll. The Surviving Kingdom of Judah, 18:1-25:30 

A. The Reign of Hezekiah, 18:1-20:21 

B. The Reign of Manasseh, 21:1-18 

C. The Reign of Amon, 21:19-26 

D. The Reign of Josiah, 22:1-23:30 

E. The Reign of Jehoahaz, 23:31-33 

F. The Reign of Jehoiakim, 23:34-24:7 

G. The Reign of Jehoiachin, 24:8-16 

H. The Reign of Zedekiah, 24:17-25:21 
1. Rebellion against Babylon and destruction of the Temple, 24:17-25:10 
2. Third deportation to Babylon, 25:11-21 

|. Gedaliah, the Puppet Governor, 25:22-26 

J. The Release of Jehoiachin in Babylon, 25:27-30 
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THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH & ISRAEL 

* The United kingdom under King Saul, King David & King Solomon lasted for 120 years (1053-933 BC) 

* The Northern Kingdom (Israel - 10 Tribes) lasted for 210 years (931-721 BC) - after which it was taken captive 
by the Assyrians 

* The Southern Kingdom (Judah & Benjamin) lasted for 345 years (931-586 BC) - around 135 years longer than 
the Northern Kingdom - after which it was taken captive by the Babylonians. 

* The total Kingdom period lasted to around 467 years (1053-586 BC) 

* In the Northern Kingdom 9 different dynasties (family lines) reigned. All dynasties were created by murdering 
the previous dynasty - except one. 


* The Southern Kingdom kings were of one continuous dynasty (David) in spite of the efforts of Athaliah, 


Jezebel’s daughter, to kill all the descendants of David. Only Joash survived. 
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5. JEHORAM - Son of Jehoshaphat 
| (Husband of Athaliah) 


King SAUL King DAVID King SOLOMON 
(40 Aa > (40 years) a (40 years) 


| Kings of Judah (Southern Kingdom) - 345 Yrs. Kings of Israel (Northern ee 210 Yrs 


| THE UNITED KINGDOM (120 Yrs) 


] 1. REHOBOAM - Son of Solomon 17 yrs 
1. JEROBOAM - Led the Separation of Israel | 22 yrs 
2. ABIJAH - Son of Rehoboam 


2. NADAB - Son of Jeroboam 
3. BASHA - Overthrows Nadab == 


6. OMRI - Overthrows Zimri ] 
7. AHAB - Son of Omri (Husband of Jezebel) 
4. JEHOSHAPHAT - Son of Asa 25 yrs 
| 8. AHAZIAH - Son of Ahab — 


9. JEHORAM - Son of Ahab 12 yrs 
6. AHAZIAH - Son of Jehoram 1 
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3. ASA - Son of Abijah 41 yrs 4. ELAH - Son of Bashsa — 2Qyrs | = 
5. ZIMRI - Overthrows Elah ce 
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_ KINGS OF THE DIVIDED KINGDOMS (2 KINGS) © 


Kings of Judah (Southern Kingdom) - 345 Yrs Kings of Israel (Northern ar 210 Yrs 


12. JOASH (JEHOASH) - Son of Jehoahaz 


| 12. AHAZ - Son of Jotham 15. SHALLUM - Overthrows Zachariah = 
13. HEZEKIAH - Son of Ahaz 16. MEHANEM - Overthrows Shallum = 8 — 
14. MANASSEH - Son of Hezekiah 17. PEKAHIAH - Son of Mehaniem ae - 
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PROPHETS IN THE BOOK OF KINGS 


PROPHETS IN THE PROPHETS IN THE 
SOUTHERN KINGDOM NORTHERN KINGDOM 
(JUDAH) (10 TRIBES) 
2. Obadiah 2. Micaiah 
3. Joel oo  3Hlisha 
i me 
|___6.Nahum | Hosea 


s 9. Habakkuk : 


THE REVIVAL THROUGH JOSIAH CH. 22, 23 


* Josiah begins to reign when he is 8 years old 


* 


2 Chronicles 34:3: “In the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek the 
God of his father David.” 


he reigns thirty-one years (2Ki 22:1). 


He is one of the best who reigned after Solomon (2Ki 22:2). 


* 
= 
* A great and needed revival comes to the nation. 
* Hilkiah, the high priest, is his counselor, assistant, and adviser. 


The steps of revival are given: 

(1) Temple repaired (2Ki 22:3-6); 

(2) Return to the Word of God (2Ki 22:8-10): 
(3) Convicted of sin (2Ki 22:11-13); 

(4) Put away idolatry (2Ki 23:4); 
(S) 
(6) 
(7) 


5) Put away immorality (2Ki 23:7); 
6) Reinstated the Passover (2Ki 23:21-23) 
7) Further reformation (2Ki 23:8-20). 


2 KINGS: CHAPTER-WISE SUMMARY 


Chapter 1 - Ahaziah king of Israel, son of Ahab and Jezebel, fell down through a lattice and was seriously injured. Greatly influenced by his mother 
Jezebel, he sends messengers to Ekron to inquire of Baal if he would be healed. Elijah, in his last public act as prophet, is sent by the Lord to meet the 
messengers, gives a stern rebuke and pronounces death sentence upon Ahaziah. Elijah brings down fire trom heaven to destroy the two companies ot fifty 
soldiers sent by the king to get him. Then Elijah goes with the third team and personally delivers the death message to Ahaziah — which was tultilled. 


Chapter 2 - This chapter records the translation of Elijah. He goes from Gilgal to Bethel to Jericho to the Jordan river, accompanied by Elisha. Elijah 
promises Elisha a double portion ot his spirit it he witnesses his departure. Elijah strikes the waters of Jordan with his mantle, and they two go over. Elijah 
departs from him in a chariot of fire (v. 11) and Elisha witnesses it (v.12). Elisha returns over Jordan by using Elijah's mantle to smite the waters. Elisha 
makes the bitter waters sweet at Jericho. When he returned to Bethel little children mocked him. Elisha curses them and bears come and devour them. 


Chapter 3 - King Ahaziah, son of Ahab, had no son as his successor so that his brother Jehoram (Joram) reigns after him. Moab rebels against Israel. 
Jehoshaphat joins forces with Jehoram to go against Moab. Jehoshaphat again calls for Elisha . He refuses at first, but responds because of the presence of 
Jehoshaphat (v. 14). Elisha announces that God would give them both water, which they sorely needed, and victory over Moab, which was granted. 


Chapter 4 - This chapter contains five miracles performed by Elisha. 
(1) A widow of one of the prophets is in dire circumstances — her two sons are about to be sold into slavery. Elisha multiplies the pot of oil. 
(2) A“great woman" of Shunem entertains Elisha (v.10). Elisha promises she would have a son. 
(3) When the son was grown to manhood, he died, and Elisha restores him to life (using the same method as Elijah had). 
(4) Sons of the prophets are eating a soup in which there was poison, and Elisha makes it harmless. 
(5) Elisha feeds 100 men with food for one man. 
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2 KINGS: CHAPTER-WISE SUMMARY 


Chapter 5 - Naaman, captain of the army of Syria and a great man but a leper, comes to Elisha for healing at the suggestion ot his wife's maid (a Hebrew 
girl taken captive). Elisha retuses to see him but sends a messenger to tell him to go wash in the Jordan seven times (v. 10). Naaman, because ot pride, 
refuses to go at first (vs. 11, 12). He is persuaded to swallow his pride and obey the prophet. He is healed. Gehazi, servant of Elisha, extracts a reward trom 
Naaman without Elisha’s permission. Elisha pronounces judgment upon him, and he becomes a leper. 


Chapter 6 - Elisha’s school of the prophets need larger quarters (vs. 1, 2), and Elisha goes with them to cut down timber in the Jordan valley. The 
borrowed axe head slips off and falls into the river (vs. 4, 5). Elisha throws a stick in the water and the axe floats (vs. 5-7). Elisha warns the king of Israel 
concerning the plot of Ben-hadad and thereby saves his life, many times. Ben-hadad attempts to capture Elisha by sending a great host to Dothan where 
the prophet is staying. Elisha prays that the Lord would open his servant's eyes. God does “and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire 
round about Elisha” (v. 17). Elisha leads the blinded Syrians to Samaria as captives. Ben-hadad lays seige to Samaria, and the inhabitants of the city are 
starving. The king ot Samaria blames the prophet and tries to destroy him. 


Chapter 7 - Elisha promises an abundance for the very next day. Four leprous men outside the city enter the camp of the Syrian army in desperation and 
tind it deserted. During the night the Lord had caused the Syrians to hear a great noise and fled in panic, leaving all their supplies behind. The lepers 
report to the starving populace of Samaria that there is an abundance of food in the deserted camp. 

Chapter 8 - Elisha predicts a famine ot 7 years and urges the Shunammite mother to leave the area. She returns at the end of the drought and appeals to 
the king to restore her land. Atter learning who she is, he does so. Elisha goes to Damascus, predicts the death of sick Ben-hadad and the ascension of 
Hazael (who will in turn destroy Israel) to the throne. Hazael pleads innocent of all such plans but carries them out. Jehoram, son of Jehoshaphat, begins 
to reign with his father. He walks in the ways of the kings of Israel, tor he had married the daughter ot Ahab. Edom revolts against him, also Libnah. 
Jehoram dies atter an eight-year reign. He is succeeded by Ahaziah his son, who joins with Joram, king of Israel, against Hazael of Syria in war. Joram is 
wounded. 
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2 KINGS: CHAPTER-WISE SUMMARY 


Chapter 9 - Elisha sends one of the sons of the prophets to Jehu in Ramoth-gilead to anoint him as king of Israel and to pronounce judgment on the 
house of Ahab. Jehu is proclaimed king by the army. He slays Joram king of Israel, Ahaziah king of Judah, and Jezebel. Jezebel attempts to win Jehu over 
by her appeal as a woman (v. 30), but she is too old (v. 33). The prophecy of Elijah is literally tultilled (vs. 36, 37). 

Chapter 10 - The house of Ahab is exterminated by the slaying of his 70 sons. Jehu slays what remained. Jehu also kills the brethren of Ahaziah king of 
Judah. Jehu pretends to turn to Baal worship in order to gather together Baal’s followers. When they come together, Jehu has all of them slain (v. 25). 
Jehu destroys Baal worship trom Israel (vs. 27, 28), but he does not return to the worship of Jehovah. He merely comes back to the low level of calt 
worship that had been established by Jeroboam (v.29). However, God does recognize and reward him (v. 30). Israel begins to decline as a great kingdom 
(v. 32). Jehu dies and his son Jehoahaz succeeds to the throne (vs. 34, 35). 

Chapter 11 - When Athaliah sees that her son Ahaziah was slain by Jehu, this bloody daughter of Jezebel tries to destroy all the line of David. She 
destroys all the princes ot the royal line except Joash who was hidden by a sister of Ahaziah. When Joash is seven, he is revealed to the rulers of the 
kingdom who in turn plot the overthrow of bloody Athaliah. She is slain, and Joash (Jehoash) becomes king at seven years of age (v. 21). Jehoiada, the 
priest, leads ina movement to return to the worship of Jehovah (v. 17). The Baal worship that had invaded Judah is exterminated (v. 18). 

Chapter 12 - Jehoash reigns forty years, and he does that which is right in the eyes of the Lord (v. 2). The corruption of the priesthood is corrected and 
the Temple repaired. The Syrians take Gath, and Jehoash has to pay a ransom to Hazael, king of Syria, to save Jerusalem. Jehoash is slain by a conspiracy of 
his servants. Amaziah, his son, succeeds him. 


Chapter 13 - Jehoahaz, son of Jehu, reigns over Israel for 17 years, and he follows in the sintul steps of Jeroboam. In desperation he turns to the Lord 
when oppressed by the king of Syria. The Lord delivers them, but they return to the sins of Jeroboam. Jehoahaz dies a natural death. Joash (Jehoash) son 
of Jehoahaz succeeds his father to the throne. Elisha becomes sick with a fatal illness. He is visited by King Jehoahaz of Israel, to whom the prophet 
promises victory over the Syrians. Elisha dies. The Syrians oppress Israel, but God is gracious (v. 23). 


Pastor. Gabriel Thomasraj ; , ACA Church Avadi 


2 KINGS: CHAPTER-WISE SUMMARY 


Chapter 14 - Amaziah son of Joash succeeds to the throne of Judah and he, too, does that which is right in the sight of the Lord — but does not quite 
measure up to David's standard (v. 3). He is deteated by Jehoash, king of Israel, who takes Jerusalem, breaks through the wall for 400 cubits and removes 
all the gold and silver that remain in the house of the Lord. Amaziah is slain in a conspiracy at Lachish. Azariah (Uzziah), son of Amaziah, succeeds to the 
throne. Jeroboam Il, king of Israel, reigns forty-one years and does evil according to the sins of Jeroboam I. He restores the border of Israel according to 
Jonah, son of Amittai, the prophet. Jeroboam II dies a natural death, and his son Zechariah succeeds him. 

Chapter 15 - Uzziah king of Judah is a good king, but because he intrudes into the priest's function, he is smitten with leprosy (2 Chronicles 26:15-21). 
Jotham his son succeeds him (see Isaiah 1:1). Zechariah, last of the line of Jehu, is slain by Shallum after he had reigned only six months. Shallum reigns 
only one month. Menahem overthrows and slays Shallum. Then he reigns ten years and does evil as had Jeroboam. At this time, Pul, king of Assyria, 
comes against Israel, and Menahem pays 1,000 talents of silver to preserve his kingdom. At his death, Pekahiah his son succeeds to the throne but reigns 
only two years, when Pekah, his captain, conspires and slays him. During the reign of Pekah, Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, comes against Israel and takes 
captive the tribe of Naphtali. Pekah is slain by Hoshea. Jotham reigns in Judah and is recognized as a good king. 

Chapter 16 - Ahaz, son of Jotham, succeeds him to the throne. He is a wicked king who walks in the evil ways of the kings of Israel (vs. 2, 3). Rezin, king 
of Syria, and Pekah, king of Israel, invade Judah but cannot take Jerusalem (see Isaiah 7-10). Ahaz appeals to Assyria for help, and the Assyrians take 
Damascus. The term ‘Jews’ is used for the first time in the Bible (v. 6). 

Captivity of Israel by Assyria 

Chapter 17 - Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, captures the northern kingdom and exacts tribute from them. When he discovers that King Hoshea had 
formed a conspiracy against him, he besieges Samaria and, after three years, takes the northern tribes into captivity. These are the reasons God permitted 
Israel to go into captivity: (1) Disobeyed God (v.13) (2) Doubted God (v.14) (3) Detied God (v. 15) in that they refused to observe the sabbatic year for 
490 years. Assyria brings in foreigners to colonize the land — first mention of Samaritans (v. 29). 
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2 KINGS: CHAPTER-WISE SUMMARY 


Decline and captivity of Judah by Babylon, Chapters 18-25 


Chapter 18 - Hezekiah, son of Ahaz, succeeds him to the throne and is an exceptionally good king (v. 3). There is a revival during his reign (vs. 4, 5). 
Hezekiah is able to overcome the Philistines, but Sennac-herib, king of Assyria, invades Judah and threatens Jerusalem. Rab-shakeh, captain of Assyria, 
insults Hezekiah and attempts to frighten him. 


Chapter 19 - He is successtul in this, tor Hezekiah puts on sackcloth and goes to the house of God to pray. In the meantime, he sends a messenger to 
Isaiah. Isaiah returns a message of encouragement (vs. 6, 7). Rab-shakeh becomes bold and challenges the God of Israel by sending an insulting letter to 
Hezekiah. Hezekiah goes into the house of the Lord and spreads the letter before God. God answers through Isaiah that He will turn the hosts of Assyria 
back (vs. 28, 32-34). God destroys 185,000 of the Assyrian army, and Sen-nacherib returns home where he is slain. 


Chapter 20 - Hezekiah takes sick and his time is come to die (v. 1). He prays for a recovery, and God hears his prayer. After his recovery, he commits three 
foolish acts: (1) He permits the ambassadors trom Babylon to see his treasures (vs. 12-19). (2) He fathers Manasseh, the worst king of all (2Ki 21:2, 9, 16, 
17). (3) Hezekiah’s heart becomes full of pride (2 Chronicles 32:25). 

Chapter 21 - Manasseh, son ot Hezekiah, is the most wicked king of all, even surpassing Ahab and Jezebel. Amon succeeds Manasseh and is evil, as was 
his father (v. 20). His servants conspire against him and slay him in his own house. Josiah his son succeeds him. 

Chapters 22, 23 - Josiah begins to reign when he is 8 years old, and he reigns thirty-one years (2Ki 22:1). He is one of the best who reigned atter 
Solomon (2Ki 22:2). A great and needed revival comes to the nation. Hilkiah, the high priest, is his counselor, assistant, and adviser. The steps of revival are 
given: (1) Temple repaired (2Ki 22:3-6); (2) Return to the Word of God (2Ki 22:8-10); (3) Convicted of sin (2Ki 22:11-13); (4) Put away idolatry (2Ki 
23:4); (5) Put away immorality (2Ki 23:7); (6) Reinstituted the Passover (2Ki 23:21-23 and 2 Chronicles 35:18); (7) Further reformation (2Ki 23:8-20). 
Josiah is slain by Pharaoh-neco, king of Egypt. Josiah’s son Johoahaz reigns three months, then the king ot Egypt makes Eliakim king, another son of 
Josiah, and changes his name to Jehoiakim. Jehoiakim does that which is evil (v.37). 
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2 KINGS: CHAPTER-WISE SUMMARY 


Chapter 24 - Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, comes against Jehoiakim, and Judah is destroyed (v. 2). This is God's judgment upon the nation because 
of the sins ot Manasseh (vs. 3, 4). Atter the death of Jehoiakim, who reigns 11 years, his son Jehoiachin comes to the throne for 3 months. He is an evil 
ruler (v. 9). The king of Bablyon captures him, sacks Jerusalem, and takes captive all the leaders ot Jerusalem — among whom is Daniel and the three 
Hebrew children (vs. 14, 15). Nebuchadnezzar also takes Jehoiachin into Babylonian captivity and makes his uncle, Mattaniah, king over Judah and 
changes his name to Zedekiah. Zedekiah is also an evil king, and he rebels against Nebuchadnezzar (vs. 19, 20). 

Chapter 25 - Nebuchadnezzar comes up against Jerusalem, destroys it, and deports the people into captivity. The eyes of Zedekiah are put out after he 
witnesses the slaying ot his own sons (v. 7). Nebuchadnezzar burns the Temple (v.2) and transports all things of value to Babylon, including the vessels of 
the Temple. Jerusalem is totally destroyed. Gedaliah is made governor and becomes the abject subject of King Nebuchadnezzar (v. 24). Before long he is 
murdered, and the people who remain flee to Egypt. Jehoiachin is released from prison in Babylon and given a place of prominence there. 
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